RUMPELSTILTSKIN

A   FAMOUS   OLD   STORY

AS TOLD BY
THE   BROTHERS    GRIMM

IN a certain kingdom there once lived a poor
miller who had a very beautiful daughter. She
was, moreover, exceedingly shrewd and clever; and
the miller was so vain and proud of her that one day
he told the king of the land that his daughter could
spin gold out of straw.

Now this king was very fond of money; and when
he heard the miller's boast, his greed was excited,
and he ordered the girl to be brought before him.
He led her to a room where there was a great quantity
of straw, gave her a spinning-wheel, and said:

"All this must be spun into gold before morning,
as you value your life."

It was in vain that the poor maiden declared that
she could do no such thing; the chamber was locked,
and she remained alone.

She sat down in one corner of the room and began
to lament over her hard fate, when suddenly the door
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